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Read My Mind!
The calculator will add to every number entered.

Enter Predicted Display Actual Display

4

6

8

9

15

13

18

10

The calculator will subtract from every number entered.

Enter Predicted Display Actual Display

9

13

17

15

18

8

14

10

Thinking Cap

Entered What did the calculator do? Display

9 5

16 7

8 17

15 6



T E A C H E R  N O T E S :
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 Read My Mind
Objective:   To practice basic facts through use of the automatic constant.

Grade Level:   K-3

Topic:   Operation Readiness

Using the Activity:

This activity is intended to be directed by the teacher using an overhead OH-450 calculator.
Students do not need to have the calculator in their hands.  Students could have number cards
to hold up indicating the answer or can record the answers on paper.  The teacher sets the
calculator to automatically add a given number to a set of numbers or subtract a given number
from a set of numbers.  Before the teacher presses equal to display the answer, students must
predict what the calculator will display.  The actual display is recorded to verify the prediction.
The calculator can be reset to automatically add or subtract any number by clearing the calculator
(AC) and reentering the sequence:

constant addend   number to be added to  

number to be added to  

number to be added to  

For example, 7   5 12 (display)

6 13 (display)

9 16 (display)

 9   4 13 (display)

6 15 (display)

For subtraction enter, subtrahend   minuend 

For example, 7   9 2 (display)

13 6 (display)

Students could be asked to write the corresponding problem in symbolic form, that is 7– – 9 = 2
would be written 9 – 7 = 2.

Thinking Cap
Students must indicate what the calculator did to the number entered to obtain the number
displayed.  Answers:  subtracted 4; subtracted 9; added 9; subtracted 9

Extension
To do the activity with multiplication or division facts enter the following sequences:

constant factor   number  OR divisor   number  

number  number  


